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Dear Mr. Silver:

[ write today to express my disgust about the position of the National Basketball
Association (NBA) with respect to Hong Kong and the freedom of the Chinese people.
Doing business in China is one thing, but for the NBA to kowtow to the demands of one
of the world’s most brutal regimes in the pursuit of profit is, frankly, revolting. You know
better. And the people of this country deserve better.

Not so long ago you said that the NBA is more than just a basketball league. Your
comment was, “I think in this day and age, you really do have to stand for something.”!

Let me remind you what the people of Hong Kong are standing for. For five
months now, Hong Kong’s citizens have been calling for representative government and
preservation of their basic liberties. In response, and at the instruction of the Chinese
Communist Party, the Government of Hong Kong has engaged in escalating repression.
The Government has sought emergency powers and deployed riot police to put down the
protests, often violently. Police have employed tear gas, batons, water cannons with dye,
pepper spray, and rubber bullets against their own people. Thousands have been
hospitalized and arrested. Some may even have paid with their lives.2 On the 70th
anniversary of the Chinese Communist Party earlier this month, the Hong Kong police
fired live ammunition at a protestor, further escalating the violence.?

Yet when Daryl Morey, General Manager of the Houston Rockets, tweeted in
support of the demonstrators, the NBA swiftly condemned not the violence and
repression in Hong Kong, but Morey’s show of support for democracy. The League said
yesterday that Morey’s comments “deeply offended many of our friends and fans in
China, which is regrettable.” What is regrettable is the suppression and political violence
carried out by the Chinese Communist Party against the good people of Hong Kong.

' Ahiza Garcia, “The NBA is not afraid to lead on social justice.” CNN Money, 19 February 2018,
hitips:/‘money.cnin.com/2018/02/16:news companies/nba-adam-silver-plaver-activismvindes html Accessed 7 October 2019,
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hips.www v times com/20 19 HOA06/spons dary l-morey-rockets-china.himl Accessed 7 October 2019.




While the NBA silences pro-democracy voices, the Chinese government seems to
have outspoken defenders in the League. Joseph Tsai, co-founder of the Chinese
conglomerate Alibaba and owner of the Brooklyn Nets, yesterday echoed Chinese
Communist Party talking points castigating Morey and calling the Hong Kong
demonstrations a “separatist movement.” Never mind that the people of Hong Kong are
themselves Chinese and are seeking nothing more than basic liberties Beijing has
promised them. Tsai went on to say said “the hurt that this incident has caused will take a

long time to repair.”

Hurt? Here’s what hurt is: the Chinese Communist Party brutally suppressing free
speech, jailing political dissidents, torturing its own people, and interning perhaps
millions of religious minorities in concentration camps.

And as the people of Hong Kong risk their lives for freedom, the NBA offers

apologies ... to the Chinese regime.

That was wrong. Reconsider.

Remember the democratic tradition of this nation in which your organization is
headquartered, and where twenty-nine of your member teams are based. Remember that
some things are more important than money. Remember your responsibility. You may
not think of your League as an American undertaking, but whatever you think, what you
say and do represents America to the world. And for an American organization to help
the most brutal of regimes silence dissent in pursuit of profit is appalling.

The NBA and its owners should reverse course immediately, apologize to Mr.
Morey, and cancel all exhibition games in China pending a peaceful resolution to the

crisis in Hong Kong.
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Tony Ressler

Atlanta Hawks

Hawks Basketball, Inc.

101 Marietta Street NW, Suite 1900
Atlanta, GA, 30303

3 Ibid.

Wyc Grousbeck

Boston Celtics

Boston Basketball Partners LLC
226 Causeway Street, Fourth Floor
Boston, MA 02114



Joseph Tsai
Brooklyn Nets
JTsai Sports
168 39th Street, 7th Floor
‘Brooklyn, New York 11232

Jerry Reinsdorf

Chicago Bulls

Chicago Professional Sports LP
1901 W Madison Street
‘Chicagp, IL 60612

Mark Cuban

Dallas Mavericks

Dallas Basketball Limited
2500 Victory Avenue
Dallas, TX 75219

Tom Gores

Detroit Pistons

Palace Sports & Entertainment
6 Championship Drive
Auburn Hills, MI 48326

Tilman Feritta
Houston Rockets
Fertitta Entertainment
1510 Polk Streét
Houston, TX 77002

Steve Ballmer

Los Angeles Clippers

'LAC Basketball Club, Inc.
6951 South Centinela Avenue
- Playa Vista, CA 90094

Robert J. Péra

Memphis. Grizzlies.
Memphis Basketball LLC
191 Beale Stieet
Memphis, TN 38103

Michael Jordan

Charlotte Hornets

Hornets Sports & Entertainment
129 West Trade Street, Suite 700
Charlotte, NC 28202

Dan Gilbert

Cleveland Cavaliers
Cavaliers Eniertainment LL.C
1 Center. Court
Cleveland, OH 44115

Ann Walton Kroenke

Denver Nuggets

Kroenke Sports & Entertainment
1000 Chopper Circle

Denver, CO 80204

Joe Lacob

Golden State Warriors
GSW Sports LLC
1011 Broadway
Qakland, CA 94607

Herbert Simon

Indiana Pacers

Pacers Sports & Entertainment
125 8. Pennsylvania Street
Inidianapolis, IN 46204

Jeanie Buss

Los Angeles Lakers:

The L.os Angéles Lakers, Inc.
2275 E. Mariposa Avenue

El Segundo, CA 90245

Micky Arison

Miami Heat

Miami Heat LP

601 Biscayne Boulevard
Miami, FL 33132



Marc Lasry ahd Wesley Edens
Milwaukee Bucks

Milwaukee Bucks; Inc.

1543 North 2nd Street, 6th Floor
Milwaukee, WI 53212

Gayle Benson

New Orleans Pelicans

New Orleans Pelicans NBA LP
5800 Airline Drive

Metairie, LA 70003

Clay Bennett

Oklahoma City Thunder
Professional Basketball Club, LLC
211 N, Robinison Avenue, Suite 3005
Oklahoma City, OK 73102.

Scott M O Neil
Philadelphia 76ers
Philadelphia 76ers, Inc.
3601 South Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19148

Jody Allen

Portland Trail Blazers-

Vulcan, Inc.

505 Fifth Avenue S., Suite 900
Seattle, WA 98104

Peter Holt

San Antonio Spurs.

Spurs Sports & Entertainment
1 AT&T Center Parkway

San Antonig, TX 78219

Gail Miller-

Utah Jazz

Jazz Basketball Investors, Inc,
301 W South Temple

Salt Lake City, UT 84101

‘Glen Taylor

Minnesota Timberwolves
Timberwolves Basketball LP
600 First Avenue North
Minneapolis, MN 55403

James Dolan

New York Knicks

Madison Square Garden Company
Two Pennsylvania Plaza '

‘New York, NY 10121

Dan DeVos

Orlando Magic

RDV Sports, Inc.

8701 Maitland Summit Boulevard
Orlando, FL. 32810

Robert Sarver

Phoenix Suns

Suns Legacy Partners, LL.C
201 E. Jefferson Street-
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Vivek Ranadivé
Sacramente Kings.

Golden 1 Center

500 David J. Stern Walk
Sacramento, CA 95814

Larry Tanenbaum

Toronto Raptors

Maple Leaf Sports: & Entertainment.
50 Bay Street, Suite 500

Toronto ON, M5J 2.2

Ted Leonsis

Washington Wizards

NMonumental Sports & Entertainment
601 F Street NW

Washington,-DC 20004



